Arthurian Legend Podcast
Le Morte d’Arthur

Book One, Chapter Ten

Intro Music

Narrator:

“Welcome to Arthurian Legend.  I’m Erin Tofanelli, and today we will be bringing the legend of Arthur from Sir Thomas Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur into the twenty-first century.  

If you would like to view a transcript of this podcast, there is a clickable link below the podcast link.  Today’s adventure will cover chapter ten of Le Morte d’Arthur.   Which is titled, “How Merlin counselled King Arthur to send for King Ban and King Bors, and of their counsel taken for the war.”
Fade out Music

Narrator: “Our story begins right after King Arthur won the field during his very first war.”

Merlin: “King Arthur, the six kings that fought against you in the war will be back on this land sooner than you think.

King Arthur: (to the counsel) “I thank you for your courage, but if you love me you will speak to Merlin?  You all know that he has done much for me and he knows many things. When he is before you, I hope that you take the best advice from him.” 
Narrator:  “Merlin was sent for and was asked to give the best advice.” 

Merlin:  “I will tell you my advice; there are two brothers beyond the sea and they are both kings and marvelous men.  One of them is King Ban of Benwick, and the other is King Bors of Gaul, which is in France.  And on these two kings, there is the mightiest man of men.  His name is King Claudas, they are fighting for a castle and a huge war is going on between them.  Claudas is so mighty that he has the best knights, and he has thus far put the two kings to shame.  So this is my advice; King Arthur should write to King Ban and Bors.  The two most trusted knights will deliver the word to them and they will come and see King Arthur and his court. To help them in this war he will be sworn unto them to help them win their wars against King Claudas.  Now, what do you say to that?”
Narrator:  “So then, there were two knights who were put in charge to deliver the message to the two kings.  There were letters dictated according to Arthur’s desire.  Ulfius and Brastias were made the two messengers, and rode, well armed on horseback, passed the sea and rode toward the city of Benwick.  There, there were eight knights who spotted Ulfuis and Bradstias and moved towards them.  They would have taken them as prisoners, but they told them that they were messengers to King Ban and Bors from King Arthur.”  

Eight Knights:  “You shall either die, or be prisoners.  We are Knights from Kings Claudas.”

Narrator:  “Right then, two of the eight knights drew their spears, and so Ulfius and Bradstias drew their spears as well and the two groups of men ran at each other with great momentum.  Claudas’ knights break their spears and so they fell out of their saddles onto the ground.  They left them lying there and continued on their way.  The other six knights rode off on another passage hoping to meet up with them again.  And so, Ulfius and Bradstias kill another two men and still continued on their journey.  On the fourth attempt, there was an even battle and the last of the eight knights were left lying on the ground.  So they continued on their journey, and when they reached Benwick, they were lucky to have Kings, Ban and Bors, there.”
King Lionses and Sir Phariance:  “Where do you two come from?”
Ulfius and Bradstias:  “We come from King Arthur, King of England.”
Narrator:  “Once the two kings found out that these messengers were from King Arthur, there was no more questioning.  They spoke to the knights and welcomed them with open arms and told them that they were welcome to all of the kings living.  With that said, they kissed the letters and delivered them.”
King Ban and King Bors: (after reading the letters) “We will fulfill the desire of King Arthur.”

Ulfius and Bradstias:  While we were on our journey to come deliver these messages, we were confronted with eight knights from King Claudas.  We fought two at first and then the rest of them kept following us until they were all gone.”

King Ban and King Bors:  “Ha! Ah!  They were my good friends.  They should not have escaped.”

Narrator:  “Ulfius and Bradstias had only good things to say about their visit with King and King Bors.  So the two knights started on their journey home, and so they passed the sea, and reached their lord, they told him about their visit.”

King Arthur:  “At what time will these two kings be here?”

Ulfius and Bradstias:  “Sir, they said that they would be here before All Saints Day.”

Narrator:  “So then, the King provided a great feast.  And by All Saints Day, the two kings travelled over the sea with three hundred knights ready to fight for peace and for the war.  King Arthur met them about ten miles outside of London and the only feeling present was a great joy.  And on All Saints Day, at the great feast, all three kings sat in the hall.  Sir Kay, Sir Lucas the butler (who was Duke Corneus’ son), and Sir Griflet (who was the son of Cardol); these three knights had the privilege to serve the kings.  As they all cleaned up, all of the knights that were going to joust made themselves ready.  By then, they were all ready on horseback.  There were seven hundred knights in all.  King Arthur, Ban, and Bors, with the Archbishop of Canterbury, and Sir Ector, and Kay’s father were in a place covered with a golden cloth with ladies and gentlemen.  While they were sitting there, they would judge the knights on how well they could perform.”
