Arthurian Legend Podcast 

Le Morte d’Arthur 

Book One, Chapter Thirteen 

 

Intro Music 

Narrator: 

“Welcome to our Arthurian podcast! I’m Alyssa Mandula and we’ll be sharing chapter thirteen of book one of Le Morte d’Arthur with you in this exciting podcast performance. If you would like to know more about “Chapter Thirteen: Of a dream of the King with the Hundred Knights” there is a summary posted next to the podcast link and a transcript of this podcast below the same link. In our previous chapter, the eleven kings banned together against King Arthur and vowed men to battle against him, then they laid siege to the castle of Bedegraine and set off to find Arthur. In this chapter, The King of the Hundred Knights has a dream of destruction in the land two nights before battle. We start our story with Merlin advising Arthur..” 

 

Fade out music 


Merlin: 

"Sir Arthur, I strongly suggest you send out men to oversee your land." 

  

Arthur: 

"I agree.  I'll send them towards the north to search for the eleven kings who are on a mission to kill me." 

  

Merlin: 

"I'll send for your three best fore-riders." 

  

(Sound cues: footsteps) 

  

Merlin: 

"Here are your scouts; they're waiting for your orders." 

  

Scout 1: 

"King Arthur, what is it you're sending us to do?" 

  

Arthur: 

"I want you three to search for any signs of the eleven kings who are on their way to kill me and warn us of anything you find." 

  

(Sound cues: horses) 

  

Narrator: 

"On the scouts' journey, they run into fore-riders from the north." 

  

Scout #1: 

"Where is it you men are sent from?" 

  

North Scout #1: 

"We have been sent from the north to scan this land for any possible threats." 

  

North Scout #2: 

"What is your duty here? Do you come to fight?" 

  

Scout #1: 

"No, we, like you, come to look for a threat to our great King Arthur."


 

North Scout #1: 

"Ah, King Arthur. So you come as friends.  Come, settle with us, then, and we can share our gathered information." 

  

Narrator:

"So the scouts rested together and shared their findings of the land.  The north men knew of the eleven kings and their plot against Arthur; they told Arthur's scouts about their encounter with the kings."

 

North Scout #1:

"Yes, the eleven kings. We came across them only a day ago at their campsite."

 

North Scout #2:

"They were quite pleasant, but that may only be because they wanted us to help them."

 

Scout #1:

"Help them kill our king?  What is it you told them?"

 

North Scout #1:

"We told the kings that we had heard of the great and powerful Arthur and his mighty sword, Excalibur. We told them that we do not wish death upon ourselves or any of our people; we couldn't risk a battle with a man as strong as your king."

 

 

 

Scout #1:

 

"You are wise men to stay out of this battle.  It will be a bloody one, but Arthur will prevail as always. We have faith in him."
  

North Scout #2:

"Yes, we've heard of the loyalty your men feel for Arthur."

 

Scout #1:

"It's true, but in light of your encounter with these kings, I must be on my way to inform my king of their approach.  I greatly appreciate your help, good sirs."

 

North Scout #1:

"As we do yours.  Good luck to you and your king."

 

(Sound cues: horses) 

 

Narrator:

"Arthur's scouts retreated back to their land to inform Arthur of the kings, but they ran into Kings Ban and Bors first."

 

Scout #1:

"Ah, Kings! We've just heard news of the eleven kings.  They're on their way to our land to bring down Arthur!"

 

King Ban:

"We mustn’t let this happen.  Go now, take more men with you and burn down the area you came from.  That is where we'll fight."

 

King Bors:

"Yes, yes, I agree!  When they come for us, we'll be ready!"

 

(Sound cues: horses)

 

Narrator:
"So the scouts did as they were told and went back to where they had previously been and burned it all to the ground."

 

(Sound cues: fire)

 

Narrator:

"Meanwhile, two days before the inevitable battle, one of the eleven kings-the King of the Hundred Knights-had a dream of the battle.  In his dream, a great wind came and destroyed every castle and village in the land."

 

(Sound cues: wind)

 

Narrator:

"Then, a massive wave followed, washing away everything the wind had left in its mighty path"

 

(Sound cues: wave)

 

Narrator:

"After this dream, the eleven kings met up with Merlin."

 

King #1:

"Merlin, where is it we should make camp for our battle?"

 

Merlin:

"I'd advise you to make camp here, just below the northlands.  Be careful, though, as not to be seen by Arthur's scouts who are out here now keeping watch for you and burning a field for battle."

 

Narrator:

"Despite Merlin's warnings, the eleven kings were spotted by Arthur's scout, who then made their presence known to Arthur and his fellow knights.  The battle would soon begin." 

 

Narrator:

“That was book 1 chapter 13 of Sir Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur, on the kings preparing for battle and a dream.  This chapter has been performed by Deanna Miller, Brent Miller, and Richard Shepherd. Thank you for listening to this episode of Le Morte d’Arthur and if you would like to view a transcript of this podcast there is a clickable link below the podcast link. To listen to more adventures or to a read modern day summaries of the stories feel free to browse the Arthurian Legend webpage.  
Ending music
