Arthurian Legend Podcast

Le Morte d’Arthur

Book One, Chapter Three
Intro Music
Narrator:

“Hello, this is Arthurian Legend and I’m Carolyn Ayers. Today my cast will recreate Chapter 3 of Book 1 from Sir Thomas Malory’s Le Morte d’ Arthur. This story continues from the last chapter where Igraine became preganant by Uther Pendragon who was disguised as her husband through a spell of Merlin’s . Duke Cornwall- her husband- died at that time and so she marries Uther.  In this chapter, Igraine discovers the true father of her babe and plans are made and then carried out regarding his birth. Merlin and the narrator will be played by Maggie Bee, Igraine by Laura Smith, Sir Ector by Liz Clapper, and Uther Pendragon by Reid Butts. So sit back and enjoy the show.”

Fade out Music
Narrator: 

“So the babe in Igraine’s stomach grew larger by the day, and when half a year had passed King Uther began to question her of the child’s origins.”

King Uther:

“Igraine, my love. It has now been close to 6 months since our marriage. I think it is my right to know who the father of this babe is.”

Queen Igraine:

“Oh, Uther. I am too ashamed. I fear thee would reject me and think me dishonorable if I told thee.”

Uther:

“Never! Fear not my queen. My love for thee is eternal, it cannot be lost. There now, stop blushing and tell me the truth. (soothing) I swear this confidence will only make my love for thee stronger.”

Igraine:

(Deep, steady breath) “Well… on the exact hour of my lord’s death, a man similar to him in every aspect and two knights who appeared to be the knights Brasias and Jordanus, my lord’s best, rode into Tintagil – one of my lord’s castles. I went to bed with this man – as befits a wife – and that night, he begat a child within me. I was quite astonished to find on the morrow that my husband was already dead. Thus, I know not the father of this babe. It has gnawed at my heart these last 6 months. I feel horrid over my betrayal.”

Uther:

“Worry no longer, my dear, for I am the man of whom thou speakest. So through Merlin’s magic, I came to thee. Console yourself, feel guilty no longer.”

Ingraine:

(innocent joy) “Oh Uther! My heart is no longer so heavy. Thou hast makest me truly happy! For it is your child I am carrying.”

Narrator:

“This babe had already been promised to Merlin’s care though. And he had already been making his own plans for the child’s upbringing.” 

Merlin: 

“Uther, I have at last found the most ideal man to raise the child.  He is known as Sir Ector. I find him true, loyal and honorable. He owns land in both England and Wales.”

Uther:

“That sounds most promising. Arrange a meeting at once.”

(Herald music)
Narrator: “So a date was settled on for the meeting between Sir Ector and the King. It went smoothly and Uther found him to be all Merlin had promised he would be. “

Sir Ector:

“Fear not for your son, my king, he will be most safe with my kin. My wife is a kind woman and is anxious for his arrival.  We plan on raising him as our own son.

Uther:

“Merlin, thou hast chosen well. I find Sir Ector to be most suitable.”

Narrator:

“Soon after, the boy was born.”

King Uther:

“Igraine, my darling, I must now give the child to Merlin.”

Igraine:

“NOoOoOoOoOoO! Why would thou do this to me? To take a child away from his mother … how can I go on?”

Uther: 

“I am most sorry and troubled for this action, but it must be done. I promised Merlin on the night of the child’s conception, anything begat from our union would be his. I regret that this pains thee.”

(Woman crying)
Narrator:

“King Uther took the babe from Igraine and gave it to two trusted knights and ladies wrapped in a golden cloth. The child was to be brought to a poor man by the postern gate of the castle.”

(Sound of horses hooves, neighing)
Lord 1: “I suppose thou art the man I am to give the boy to?"

Narrator:

“So the babe was given to Merlin who then brought it to Sir Ector.”

Sir Ector:

“My dear wife, let us bring the boy to a holy man to be named.”

Narrator: 

“And so this was done.”

(Sound of church bells)
Holy man: 

“I christen thee – Arthur!”

Narrator: 

“And thus began the life of Arthur. Treated like a son by Sir Ector and his wife, he never suspected his illustrious parentage and knew nothing of the grandeur, glory, and power that was soon to come. And so his childhood was of ignorant bliss." 

Narrator: 

“That was Book 1, Chapter 3 of Sir Thomas Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur where Arthur’s parentage was revealed to Igraine, Sir Ector was chosen to raise Arthur, and Arthur was born and christened.  And once again I'm Carolyn Ayers.  To find a transcript of our podcast, go back to the chapter three page and click on the transcript link.  Once again, thank you for joining us and I hope you'll tune in next time for the newest episode of Arthurian Legend!"

(Outro Music fade out)
