Arthurian Legend Podcast

Le Morte d’Arthur

Book One, Chapter Five

Intro Music
Narrator:
“Welcome to Arthurian Legend! I’m Taiyo Wilson, and today we’ll be bringing the legend of Arthur from Sir Thomas Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur into the twenty-first century.” In this chapter, Merlin, the Archbishop, various lords, Sir Ector, Sir Kay, and Arthur will be brought to life by Michael Fritz and Kevin Forde. If you would like to view a transcript of this podcast, there is a clickable link below the podcast link. Today’s adventure will cover chapter five of Le Morte d’Arthur: ‘How Arthur was chosen king, and of wonders and marvels of a sword taken out of a stone by the said Arthur’.”

Fade out Music
Narrator:
“Our story begins right after the death of King Uther Pendragon. The land of England is in chaos without a king and many vie for the throne. Meanwhile, Merlin and the Archbishop of Canterbury discuss this problem.”

Archbishop:
(desperate)“What shall we do, Merlin? Fair England is in shambles since the death of our lord!”

Merlin:
(agreeing)“Aye, a new king must be appointed.”

Archbishop:
(frustrated)“Aye, but so many noble men contest for such a position! One land, one king, Merlin. England cannot become separated into many kingdoms. What say you?”

Merlin:
(thinking…) “Send for all the lords and gentlemen of the realm to come to London by Christmas. Jesus himself was born on that night, and he, himself with his great mercy should show some miracle: a new king for our land.”
(sound cues: Jingling of bells; holy, ambient chords)

Narrator:
“So the Archbishop sent for all the lords, and on Christmas to London they came. That day, all had gathered in the church for mass when something astounding was seen in the church courtyard…”

Lord 1:
(curious/excited)“Look! In the courtyard!”

(sound cues: crowd people talking excitedly)

Lord 2:
(curious)“What is it?”

Lord 3:
(wondering)“Where?”

Lord 1:
(excited)“Over yonder! In the large marble stone!”

Lord 2:
(wondering)“A sword?”

Lord 1:
(exclaiming)“Yes! In the stone!”

Lord 3:
“I’m getting a closer look!” (Runs out the doors of the church, followed by the crowd)

(sound cues: bustling, crowd talking excitedly, footsteps, door opening, outside noise/birds chirping)

Lord 3:
“Let’s see here…” (examining the stone)

Lord 1:
(excited)“Look! Etched in the stone!”

Lord 2:
(reading)“Whoso pulleth out this sword of this stone and anvil, is rightwise king born of all England”!

Lord 3:
“Ah, well stand back, then. I’m the rightful king of this land. (reaches out to touch the sword)

Narrator:

“Just then, the Archbishop stood in front of all and made an announcement.”
Archbishop:
“Stop! I hereby declare that no man touch this sword till the high mass be all done.”

(Sound cues: murmering among all the lords)

Narrator:
“So the lords headed back into the castle for the remainder of the service, eagerly awaiting a chance to prove himself worthy by pulling the sword from the stone in the courtyard. After mass, the lords headed out excitedly into the courtyard once again.”

(sound cues: door opening, outside noises, excited talking, footsteps)

Narrator

“The first lord walked up to the stone and grasped the sword. With all his might, he pulled towards the sky…

(sound cue: struggled grunting, somewhat disappointed moan)

…but to no avail.

“The second lord also met the same fate as the first.

(sound cue: struggled grunting)

And so did the third.

(sound cue: struggled grunting)

And the fourth.

(sound cue: struggled grunting)

Until all of the lords had had their go at the sword

(sound cue: struggled grunting x 10)

And none had succeeded.”
Narrator:

“The Archbishop then spoke to all the lords of the land.”

Archbishop:

“He is not here that shall achieve the sword, but doubt not God will make him known. But this is my counsel that we let purvey ten knights, men of good fame, and they to keep this sword.”

Narrator:

“It was then agreed that upon New Year’s Day, the barons would hold a tournament and that the winner of the tournament would draw the sword from the stone, for God would make him known.”

(sound cues: rooster crowing)
Narrator:

It was the day of the tournament and three men, Sir Ector and his two sons, Sir Kay, and Kay’s brother, Arthur, rode into the town of London for the great New Year’s Day tournament. Just then, Sir Kay realized that he had forgotten something…

(sound cues: busy noises, people talking, footsteps, horses trotting, medieval music playing, swords clanging, etc.)

Sir Kay:

(panicked)“My sword! I’ve forgotten it at the lodging! Arthur, wouldst ye fetch it for thou?”
Arthur
(obediently) “I will well.”

(sound cues: running footsteps)

Narrator:
Arthur set off towards the lodging, but when he got there, he realized that all had left for the tourney and not one was home. Arthur, wondering what to do, thought of a plan…

Arthur

(getting an idea) “I will ride to the churchyard, and take the sword with me that sticketh in the stone, for my brother Sir Kay shall not be without a sword this day.”

Narrator:

Arthur arrived at the church courtyard with not a soul in sight. He gripped the sword lightly and…

(sound cues: vocal, grand, music chord)

(sound cues: sword being unsheathed)

(sound cues: another musical chord)

Narrator:

Arthur, clueless of what he had just done, rode off quickly to deliver the sword to his waiting brother.

(sound cues: horse galloping)

Arthur:

“Here you are dear brother, I have gat ye a sword!”

Narrator:
“Sir Kay, fully aware of what the sword was, said not one word to Arthur and rode off to his father and said…”

Sir Kay:
“Sir, lo here is the sword of the stone, wherefore I must be king of this land”

Sir Ector:

(sternly)“I understand, come with me.”

(sound cue: holy ambient music fade in)
Narrator:

“Sir Ector took his two sons and took them to the church where he made Sir Kay swear upon a book how he came about the sword.”

Sir Kay:

(confessing)“Sir, by my brother Arthur, for he brought it to me.”

Sir Ector:

(wondering)“How gat ye this sword?”

Narrator:

“Sir Ector said turning to Arthur”

Arthur:

(explaining)“Sir, I will tell you. When I came home for my brother’s sword, I round nobody at home to deliver me his sword; and so I thought my brother Sir Kay should not be swordless, and so I came hither eagerly and pulled it out of the stone without any pain.”

Music fade out
Sir Ector:
(questioning seriously)“Found ye any knights about this sword?”
Arthur:

“Nay.”

(sound cue: royal sounding music fade in)

Sir Ector:

“Now, I understand ye must be king of this land.”

Arthur:

(confused)“Wherefore I and for what cause?”

Sir Ector:

(seriously)“Sir, for God will have it so; for there should never man have drawn out this sword, but he that shall be rightwise king of this land Now let me see whether y can put the sword there as it was, and pull it out again.”

Arthur:

(simply)“That is no mastery.”

Narrator:

“Said Arthur, as he put the sword back in the stone. (sound cue: sword sheathing) Sir Ector then tried to pull out the sword and failed.”

 Music fade out

Outro Music fade in

Narrator:

“That was Book One, Chapter Five from Sir Thomas Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur on how Arthur was chosen king and of the wonders and marvels of a sword taken out of the stone by the said Arthur. This chapter has been performed by Michael Fritz and Kevin Forde. Thank you for listening to this episode of Le Morte d’Arthur, and if you would like to view a transcript of this podcast, there is a clickable link below the podcast link. To listen to more adventures or to read modern day summaries of the stories, feel free to browse the Arthurian Legend Webpage.”
