Book One: The Prologues

Chapter Eight
“How King Arthur held in Wales, at a Pentecost, a great feast, and what kings and lords came to the feast”
Intro music:

*Narrator: Hello, my name is Chelsea Harris, and in this podcast you will hear the story in Book one chapter eight from Le Morte d’Arthur by Sir Thomas Mallory in 21st century language. 

In the last episode, Arthur became king when he removed the sword from the stone. Shortly after he became king, Arthur tried to right the wrongs of his father, Uther Pendragon. While trying to fix the kingdom, Arthur appointed new people in many positions. 
Chapter eight, today’s episode, is about newly appointed King Arthur having a large feast at Pentacost. Many kings and their hundreds of knights came to the feast. Arthur was very pleased with the outcome and sent all the kings that came to the feast gifts. However, none of the kings would accept them because they said it was a shame for a low blooded, beardless boy to rule a noble land. The kings came back to King Arthur and planned to lay a siege on him. Merlin came fifteen days later and the kings asked him why Arthur was king. Merlin then told them that Arthur was Uther Pendragon and Igrane’s son. The kings wanted to see Arthur and so Merlin explained what he had said and done to them so Arthur would not be shocked when they confronted him about his background.
*Narrator: Thank you for listening here is the story, enjoy!
Sound
Arthur: Why, now that I am king, I shall have a huge feast during Pentacost! I will invite everyone, for they will come to worship and love me! I will invite King Lot of Lothian and Orkney and 500 of his knights, King Uriens of Gore and 400 of his knights, also King Nentres of Garlot and 700 of his knights. Who else? ... Oh! The King of Scotland and 600 of his knights, and also the king of Carados and 500 of his knights should come, too. 
Narrator: Arthur was very excited about these kings coming to his feast. He believed that they were all coming to worship him; this made him happy, and therefore he sent the kings and their knights great gifts. However the kings treated the messengers shamefully, and did not accept the gifts.
King Lot: (to messenger) I will not take this gift. It upsets me that a beardless boy would send a gift and expect me to accept it! However we will come and give him a gift you all would like; a nice gift with a hard sword between the neck and shoulders. To have a boy king is a shame. 

Narrator: The messengers returned to Arthur and told him the news. His barons told Arthur that he should go stay in a tower with 500 good men so when the kings arrived to kill him he would be protected. The kings came soon with the intention of decapitating Arthur, but could not reach him. Fifteen days later, Merlin came into the town to find all the kings. 

King Lot: Why is a boy such as Arthur your king? 

Merlin: Well, I will tell you the reason. He is King Uther Pendragon’s son, born in wedlock to Igraine.

King Lot: So he is a bastard King?

Merlin: No, I will prove it to you. King Uther married Igraine, and died thirteen days later when Arthur was born. So he shall remain king, and be a great one at that. 
Narrator: The kings then demanded to see and speak to Arthur. They agreed he would be safe and they wouldn’t lay siege on him. Merlin went up to get Arthur. 

Merlin: Arthur, the kings would like to speak to you, because they have agreed that you are a fit king now that they are aware of your parents. You are the son of Uther Pendragon and Igraine, and they know you are no bastard. You must talk to them confidently, and answer questions that they may have; after all, you are their great king. 

Sound

*Narrator: That’s all for today, thank you for listening to book one chapter eight “How King Arthur held in Wales, at a Pentecost, a great feast, and what kings and lords came to the feast.” If you have further interest in the Knight’s Table, go back to the home page, and click on the next chapter! 
Outro music
