Book Ten Chapter Eighty-Six
How Sir Tristram and Launcelot, with Palomides, came to Joyous Gard; and of Palomides and Sir Tristram

(Intro Music)

Hello my name is Brandi Broker, and welcome to the podcast series of Sir Thomas Mallory’s Le Morte d’ Arthur, the Legend of King Arthur. The selection today will be read from the 86th Chapter of the 10th book of Le Morte d’ Arthur brought to life by Jake Augspurger, Amanda Rehtmeyer, Cory Olsen, and myself. If you would like to follow along, the link to a transcript for this podcast can be found on the webpage directly below the webcast hyperlink. 
Recap:

This 86th chapter begins where the previous chapter left off, with Sir Palomides apologizing to Sir Tristram for greatly offending him. In this episode, Tristram is very sad to hear about Palomides being sentenced to death and rides of with two squires in defense of his friend. Then Sir Launcelot risks his own life to save Palomides,  then returns to Joyous Gard with Palomides. At Joyous Gard, they come upon Tristram, and Tristram wants to joust with Launcelot; but Palomides tells Tristram that it is not necessary to, since Launcelot saved his life. 
Overview:

In this podcast, we will hear how Sir Tristram invited Launcelot to ride along with him, but Launcelot denies his request because he has other deeds to attend to. Three or four days later, Launcelot departed and rode with Sir Ector de Maris. For about two months or more, Palomides and Dinadan were left with Tristram. Sir Palomides was becoming faded and went off to a well, sang a song, and admits his love for Queen La Beale Isoud to Tristram. This chapter ends with Palomides telling Tristram that, he, Palomides will love La Beale Isoud all the days of his life and that he would die if it came to down to it. 
Narrator: As the story opens, Sir Tristram wants to know who Sir Launcelot is.

Sir Launcelot: “I am a traveling knight and I ride to seek many adventures.”

Sir Tristram: (wondering) “What is your name?”

Sir Launcelot: “I will not tell you at this time. Now that both of you are reunited I will depart from you.”

Sir Tristram: “No, sir. I pray for you, for your great knighthood to ride with me to my castle.”

Sir Launcelot: (firmly) “God be with you. My answer is firm. I will not ride with you, for I have other deeds that I need to attend to.”
Sir Tristram: “Come on, I need a true knight to, will you help me?”

Narrator: Sir Tristram desired that Launcelot would ride with him, but soon to find out that Launcelot only came into the country to speak to Tristram and not to fight. While at Joyous Gard, horses were led into a stable and were unarmed. Once Launcelot had his helmet taken off, Tristram and Palomides recognized him immediately. Sir Tristram and La Beale Isoud took Launcelot in their arms. And while on his knees, Palomides thanked Launcelot.
Sir Launcelot: “Rise Sir Palomides, any worthy knight in this land would be proud to rescue as noble knight as you. You are and famous throughout this land and beyond.”

Narrator: There was tons of joy among them. Within three or four days Launcelot departed and rode with Sir Ector de Maris. (Galloping horses)They left behind Dinadan and Sir Palomides with Tristram for a little more than two months. Palomides became fat and sad, men were marveled at how faded he had become. One day at dawn, Palomides went into the forest by himself and found a well. While looking into the well, in the water he saw his own face. The face he saw wasn’t like his normal face, it was disturbed and bloated. (Water splash)
Sir Palomides: (questions himself) “Palomides, Palomides, why are you faded, you used to be called one of the fairest knights of the world? I will no longer lead this life, for I love that I may never fall in love or never recover.”

Narrator:  Palomides lay down by the well and began to make a rhyme about La Beale Isoud and himself. Meanwhile, Tristram was riding through the forest the same day to hunt deer. Because of Sir Breuse Saunce Pite, Tristram would never go hunting unarmed. Riding throughout the forest, Tristram heard someone singing marvelously and loud. Little did he know that it was Sir Palomides singing. Knowing that  there was a wandering knight at the well, Tristram rode quietly towards the singing. Coming near Palomides, Tristram got off of his horse and tied the horse to a tree. Tristram came near on foot and was aware as to where Sir Palomides lay by the well and sang loud and merrily. Palomides’ complaints of the noble queen, La Beale Isoud, were marvelously and wonderfully said and full of sorrow and distress. From the beginning to the end of the song, it troubled and grieved Sir Tristram. After all of Palomides’ complaints, Tristram was very angry and thought to slay Palomides as he lay. Tristram reminded himself that Sir Palomides was unarmed, and of the noble name Palomides had and of the noble name that he, himself, had and restrained from his anger. (Wind)
Sir Tristram: (slowly) “Sir Palomides, I have heard your complaint and your treason has possessed me and with that you should die. If it were not for the code of knighthood, you risk shame, you should not escape my hands, for now I know well that you have awaited me with treason. (Pause) Tell me, how can you make me forgive you?”
Sir Palomides: “Sir, I will free myself: as for Queen La Beale Isoud, you shall know well that I love her above all the ladies in this world; and well I know it shall come me as for her love as came to the noble knight Sir Kehydius, that died for the love of La Beale Isoud. And now, Sir Tristram, understand that I loved La Beale Isoud many days, and that she has been the cause of my worship, and I had been the simplest knight in the world. Because of her, I have won the worship that I have; for when I remembered the thought of us together, I only remember best times we had together part, and yet I never had the reward of her in the days of my life, and have been her knight with no reward. And therefore, Sir Tristram, I will not dread any death, for I willingly will die as to live because I have known true love. And if I were armed as you are, I would lightly battle with you.”
Sir Tristram: “Well you have uttered your treason.”
Sir Palomides: “I have done you no treason, for love is free for all men, and though I have loved your lady, she is my lady as well as yours; if I have done any wrong if such a wrong be, for you rejoice her, and have your desire of her, and so I have never or will ever live to have, and you shall know, that I love her to the uttermost days of my life as well you.”

And so this ends the selection of Chapter Eighty-six of the 10th book in the podcast series of Sir Thomas Mallory’s Le Morte de Arthur. To sum up what happened, Launcelot leaves after he reveals himself and Palomides goes into the forest since he is becoming faded. In the forest one day during his hunt, Tristram finds Palomides singing complaints of La Beale Isoud. Tristram then wants to slay Palomides but resists and talks to him. The chapter then ends with Palomides declaring his love for La Beale Isoud.
Once again, this is Jake Augspurger, Amanda Rehtmeyer, Cory Olsen, and Brandi Broker reading from Chapter Eighty-six of the 10th book of the Arthurian Legend. If you would like to listen to this selection again and read along, a transcript can be found in a hyperlink directly below the webcast hyperlink.

(Outro Music)
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