Arthurian Legend 
Le Morte d’Arthur
Book 14, Chapter 8


Intro Music

Narrator: Hello and welcome to Arthurian Legend. Last time we learned the story “Of the vision that Sir Percivale saw, and how his vision was expounded, and of his lion.” Sir Percivale continued his dream and in it the Lady upon the serpent came forth to reproach him for killing the serpent and defending the lion. She also spoke of the danger ahead. In the morning, he met a kind old man who helped him to find the spiritual meaning behind his dreams before departing. Today we shall continue our story as Sir Percivale encounters a ship and a beautiful Lady. If you would like to read along with our story, please click on the link located on the Book 14, Chapter 8 page to access a full transcript of this podcast.

Fade Intro Music

Waves crashing, wind howling

Narrator: Sir Percivale had been on the shore until mid-day when he saw a ship coming in. When Sir Percivale saw this, he went forth and found the ship covered with silk blacker than night, and on the ship was a beautiful woman dressed in rich clothing.

Lady: Who brought you to this wilderness? You will die from hunger or some mischief.

Sir Percivale: (confident) I am not afraid, for I serve the Lord God and He shall protect me.

Lady: Sir Percivale, don’t you know who I am?

Sir Percivale: Yes, I know you better than you think.

Lady: (distant, mysterious) I came from the forest where I found the Red Knight with the white shield. 

Sir Percivale: (with pride) I am much better than him, damosel.

Lady: Then can you promise me, on your honor as a knight, that you shall do whatever I ask if I bring you to the Red Knight?

Sir Percivale: Yes, I promise to do as you request.

Lady: (content) Then I shall tell you. I saw him in the forest fighting two knights. He was forcing them into an area of water called Mortaise, and they brought him in as well. However, the Red Knight’s horse was strong and pulled them both onto land. 

Sir Percivale: (scoffing) Ha
Wind whooshing

Lady: (after a short pause) Have you had any meat to eat?

Sir Percivale: (second half spoken proudly) No, I have not had meat for the last three days, but I spoke to a man who fed me with his good and holy words, giving me new strength. 

Lady: (cynically) The same sort of man is capable of harm; you cannot survive on words alone. You are young and a goodly knight, so I shall help you not to starve on these words. 

Sir Percivale: How are you able to offer such kindness?

Lady: (sadly) I am a disinherited woman, but I was once one of the richest women in the world.

Sir Percivale: Who disinherited you?

Sea Waves 

Lady: (straightforward, not begging for help) I lived with the greatest man in the world, and I became a great beauty and very proud. I offended him, and so he disinherited me without pity.  He cast out me and my court, and since then I have not had a good knight by my side. Therefore I ask your help, since as a knight of the Round Table you cannot turn away from a disinherited gentlewoman.

Outro Music 

Narrator: So Sir Percivale had seen a black-covered ship coming in. Aboard the ship was a beautiful and mysterious Lady who had been disinherited. Sir Percivale agreed to help the Lady as dedicated by the Knightly Code and she was to help him by leading him to the Red Knight. 
Tune in next time for Chapter nine: "How Sir Percival promised her help, and how he required her of love, and how he was saved from the fiend." This has been Janelle Weddle and thank you for joining us for this episode of Arthurian Legend, bringing Arthurian lore to the 21st Century. 

Fade Outro Music

