Arthurian Legend Podcast
Le Morte d’Arthur

Book Eighteen, Chapter Six
Intro Music

Narrator: 
“Welcome to Arthurian Legend! I’m Heather Wickenhauser, and today you will be hearing a section from the legend of Arthur by Sir Thomas Malory, Le Morte d’Arthur brought into the twenty-first century.”  In the previous chapter, the Queen asked Sir Bors to fight for her and he promised that he would fight unless a better knight comes along that could fight the battle better than he could.  Today’s listening is from Book Eighteen Chapter Six, of Le Morte d’Arthur “How at the day Sir Bors made him ready for to fight for the Queen; and when he would fight how another discharged him”.  In this chapter, Sir Bors is telling the Queen how he is ready for battle but how when it’s time for battle a better knight does come along; Sir Bors is free of his duties. Pleese click the available link if you would like to view a copy of this transcript.

Fade out music

Narrator:
The day of the battle went by fast and the Queen talked to Sir Bors and asked him how he was prepared for battle.

Sir Bors:

Truly madam, I am prepared.  I shall not fail you in battle as I have promised.  I will fight for you unless a better knight comes along and can do battle better than I.  Then madam am I free from my promise? 

Queen:

Will you leave me?  I should tell King Arthur about this.

Sir Bors:

Do what will make you happy madam?

Narrator:

Then the Queen went to the King and told him what Sir Bors had said.

King: 

Do you not trust Sir Bors?  I think Sir Bors is one of the best knights and also one of the most profitable men.

Narrator:

Then the King and Queen waited until morning when they and other knights went to the meadow by Westminster where the battle should be when everyone arrived, the Queen was put in the Constable’s Ward.  A big fire was then made around an iron stake.  If Sir Mador de la Porte would be the better knight then the Queen would be burned.  The custom of the Queen being burned were used a lot in these days and were seen as a righteous judgment.  Meanwhile Sir Mador de la Porte came in and took an oath before the King that the Queen had done treason with his cousin Sir Patrise.

Sir Bors:

Queen Guinevere is right.  She is not guilty of this treason that is put upon her.

Sir Mador:

Then are you ready?  We will prove if  you are right or not.

Sir Bors:

Sir Mador.  I know you are a good knight, but I will not fear you until the battle is over.  I trust in God that I will be able to handle your anger.  I have promised King Arthur and the Queen that I will fight this battle for her unless a better knight than me comes along to free me of the duty.

Sir Mador:

Is that all?  Either come with me and fight the battle or else say no.

Sir Bors:

Get your horse and I suppose you will not take long.
Narrator:

Then both Sir Bors and Sir Mador left their tents and got ready to travel with their horses.  Immediately Sir Mador went onto the field with his shield on his shoulder and a spear in his hand.  He rode about the place yelling to King Arthur.

Sir Mador:

Get your champion to come forward if he dare.

Narrator:

Then Sir Bors who was ashamed took his horse and went forward, then from the woods came a knight in armor riding in on a white horse.  The knight had a strange shield with strange arms.  The knight rode up to Sir Bors and said,
Knight:

Fair knight, I pray that you are not upset but a better knight has arrived to fight this battle, so I hope to free you from your duty.  For today I have had a great journey and this battle should be mine.  I promise you this when I spoke with you last and I thank you for the opportunities.
Narrator:

Then Sir Bors went to King Arthur and told how this knight on a white horse had come to fight the battle for the Queen.

King:

What knight?

Sir Bors:

I do not know, but now lord I am set free of my promise.

Narrator:

Thank you for tuning in today and listening to today’s selection from Le Morte d’Arthur the legend of Arthur by Sir Thomas Malory.  You have just heard how Sir Bors was telling the Queen how he is ready for battle but how when it’s time for battle a better knight does come along and Sir Bors is free of his duties.  Tune in next time to hear about how Sir Lancelot fought against Sir Mador for the Queen, and how Sir Lancelot won over Sir Mador and set the Queen free.
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