Arthurian Legend Podcast

Le Morte d’Arthur

Book Two, Chapter Three
Intro Music

Narrator:

Welcome to Arthurian Legend! I am Christine Jolly and today we will be bringing the tale from Book 2 Chapter 3 of Sir Thomas Malory’s Le Mort D’Arthur into the 21st century. Previously on Arthurian Legend, Balin had gotten released from prison, and taken the sword out of the scabbard, and returned to King Arthur’s court. If you would like to follow along with this podcast, click the link below for the transcript. Now, for Chapter 3 of Book 2, ‘How the Lady of the Lake demanded the knight’s head that had won the sword, or the maiden’s head.’
Fade out music
Narrator:

Our story begins with Balin, a knight getting ready to depart, as he was doing so, the Lady of the Lake came riding into the court on horseback. (horse galloping) She rode up to King Arthur and then she asked him for what it was that she had been promised when she gave Excalibur to Arthur.
Arthur:

I have forgotten the name of the sword that you had given to me.
Lady of the Lake:

The name of the sword is Excalibur.
Arthur:

Tell me whatever it is that you want, and it will be yours.
Lady of the Lake:

I want the head of the knight who won the sword or the head of the damsel who brought it. I want them dead; however, I will not force you to give them to me. I must have them dead for that man killed my brother, and that women caused the death of my father.
Arthur:

I cannot give you either’s head, but you can have whatever else you want.
Lady of the Lake:

I do not want anything else.
Narrator:

Balin saw the Lady of the Lake talking with Arthur. Balin did not like her for she had killed his mother and he had been told that she wants his head. This set Balin off into a rage and he charged after the Lady of the Lake immediately.
Balin:

Let evil find you; you want my head, therefore, I will take yours.
Sword sounds

Narrator:
With that, Balin cut off her head right in front of King Arthur. This angered Arthur greatly.
Lady yelling
Arthur:

Oh, the shame! Why have you done this? You have shamed me and all of my court; this was a lady to whom I was indebted. She came here under my safe-conduct. I will never be able to forgive you, for what you have done. This is horrible!
Balin:

Sir, I am sorry for your displeasure, but this same lady was untrue, she has destroyed many of the best knights, and she is the reason that my mother was burned. All of this occured because of her lies and betrayals.
Arthur:

Whatever reason you may have, you shall repent it. I have never had another like you in my court; Leave my court as fast as you can, get out of here now!
Narrator:
Balin then picked up the head of the Lady of the Lake and took it to the place he was staying. There he met with his squire, who was just as sorry as Balin was, because he had displeased Arthur. They prepared to leave town right away.
Balin:

Now, we must leave. Take this head and show it to my friends, and tell them how I have defeated the Lady of the Lake. Tell them that my greatest foe is dead! Also, tell them that I am out of prison and about the adventure that I went on to get this sword.
Squire:
You are greatly to blame for the displeasure of King Arthur.

Balin:

As for that, I will go quickly to meet with King Rience and destroy him, either that or I will be killed. If it happens that I win, then I will be in King Arthur’s good graces once again.
Squire:

Where should we meet?
Balin:

In King Arthur’s Court.
Narrator:
Balin and his squire depart. Meanwhile King Arthur and the entire court are mourning the death of the Lady of the Lake, as the king has an extravagant burial for her.
Outro Music
Narrator:
That concludes this podcast of Chapter 3 of Book 2, from Sir Thomas Malory’s Le Mort D’Arthur, How the Lady of the Lake demanded the knight’s head that had won the sword, or the maiden’s head,’ when Balin Killed the Lady of the Lake and put shame upon King Arthur. If you would like to read summaries or listen to other podcasts from Le Mort D’Arthur, feel free to explore the rest of the Arthurian webpage.
Fade out outro music

