Arthurian Legend Podcast

Le Morte d’Arthur

Book Twenty, Chapter Four

(Intro Music)
Narrator: 

Thanks for tuning into the Arthurian Legend. I am Jake Augspurger, and I will be continuing the podcast series of Sir Thomas Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur. If you would like to follow along with the show, then click on link below the podcast link to view the transcript. 
In the previous episode, Sir Lancelot and Queen Guenever were caught in their chamber by Sir Agravaine, Sir Mordred, and twelve other knights of the round table. The knights were waiting outside the door, screaming for the traitor Sir Lancelot. Inside the chamber, Queen Guenever and Sir Lancelot told each other of their great love for each other. Lancelot told her that if he escaped, he will come back to rescue her. 
In this chapter, Lancelot will try and fight his way out of the chamber through the fourteen guards.”
(Pounding on the door)

Sir Mordred:

Traitor knight, come out of the queen’s chamber and face us! You will not escape.
Narrator:

Sir Lancelot clothes himself with his cloak. He wraps it tightly around his hands to protect his knuckles, and yells through the door-
Lancelot:

Lords, if you are quiet, I will open these doors, then you can do with me as you like.
Sir Mordred:

Do it then! You will not be able to fight us all. If you let us in, then we will spare you and take you to King Aurthur.
Narrator:

Sir Lancelot unbarred the door with his left hand. He opened it just enough for one man to come in, then he re-barred the door quickly. Sir Lancelot starred into the eyes of Sir Colgrenvance and smiled. Sir Colgrevance swung his sword. Lancelot was swift. With no armor, he dodges the blow.

(Sword Whiffs)
Narrator:
Then with great force Sir Lancelot strikes Sir Colgrevance with such a blow that it kills him. Sir Colgrvance falls to the floor.
(Body hit floor)
Lancelot:

Quickly, Guenever, help me take off his armor. I will arm myself with Sir Colgrevance’s armor and sword. I must prepare for battle.
Sir Mordred:

Traitor knight, come out and face us!
Lancelot:

I will not go to prison tonight, leave from this door and take your yelling with you. If you do not, I swear on my knighthood that I will send you to the afterlife. I will return tomorrow and face treason as a knight should.
Sir Mordred:

You will come with us now! Dead or alive, we have the orders from our king to do both.
Lancelot:
So be it!
Narrator:

With those words, Lancelot flung the chamber doors open wide. With wild fury he swung his sword through the knights’ armor, until all were bloody and cold on the ground but one. Lancelot stares at the wounded Mordred fleeing for his life down the hall. With no time to chase him, Lancelot runs back into the Queens chamber.
Lancelot:

Guenever, our pure love has come to an end. King Arthur will always be my foe. Stay with me.
Guenever:

Go now, tomorrow they will put me to death. I beg of you, rescue me.
Lancelot:

I swear I will.
Narrator:

Lancelot kissed her and ran from the chamber.
(Outro Music)

Narrator:
Thank you for listening to the Authurian Legend, Le Morte d’Arthor, Book Twenty chapter four, where Lancelot is caught with Guenever by Sir Mordred, Sir Agravaine, and twelve other knights for the round table. Lancelot slays them all, but Sir Mordred escapes. Lancelot runs back the chamber and promises his love to Guenever.
In the next chapter, Lancelot goes to his nephew Sir Bor, and tells him that he had laid with the Queen, been caught by the knights, and killed his way out. Lancelot asks for his nephews support.

To listen to more adventures or to read modern day summaries of the stories, feel free to browse the Arthurian Legend Webpage.
