( Intro Music)

Max: Hello and welcome to book Twenty-one, Chapter Three of Le Morte de Arthur: The appearing of Gawain’s ghost. My name is Maxmillian Chambers. The notes and transcripts of this broadcast can be found in the Arthurian webpage. 
 In the last episode, Chapter Two, you heard the story of Arthur’s arrival at Dover, where Sir Mordred was waiting for him. At the point of arrival, Arthur and Mordred began a ferocious battle with each other. After the battle, Arthur found Gawain laying half dead in a boat. Gawain asked his uncle to bring him a piece of paper and some ink so that he could write a letter to Sir Lancelot;  in the letter, Gawain asked Lancelot to come to his burial site to say a prayer for him. Then Gawain died.

 In this episode you will hear about the search for Sir Mordred, and how the ghost of Gawain showed himself to King Arthur in a dream, telling the great king that he would die if he fought Sir Mordred. As well know, King Arthur took heed to this warning.
Narrator: High and low the great king searched, searching from town to town for Sir Mordred the killer of his men. The sheer presence of the fair and powerful king brought forth flocks of loyal followers from the towns he visited.
King Arthur: People, I am in search of the killer of my men, I am in search for Sir Mordred. Have anyone of you seen him or know where he is?
Villager: Great king, I have been wronged by Sir Mordred as you have.  I know where he is I’ll lead you to him.

King Arthur: I appreciate your kind gesture, and I would be honored to be blessed by the presence of someone who knows where Sir Mordred is hiding.

Narrator: The villager was then taken in to the care of King Arthur. The villager led the great king tracking down Sir Mordred as if he were a game hound. Soon their search neared its end, there was     now only a day between King Arthur and Sir Mordred. At this point, the great king traveled to London to rest before his battle.  
(laughter)

(snoring)

While at an inn the great king quickly fell asleep. While asleep, the king witnessed the most horrible nightmare. The great king in a swamp of hideous black water, filled with creatures from hell; the serpents slithered around and wild beast, moaned for the good meal to come and worms slithered ready for a fresh carcass. In the dream, the king backed up steadfastly, only to trip and bumble. The beasts took notice of his fear and at the moment he made his folly they, sprang. The great king, stumbling to his feet, tries to run, but the beasts are too agile; they drag him to the ground, shredding him to pieces and ripping off the limbs.
King Arthur:(Screaming in fear): Help!!!

Narrator: Armor clinking, what is it, my lord
Knight: Dear king, wake up. How may we be of service to you?
King Arthur:  (Still in fear): They’re eating me tearing me to shreds!

Narrator: As the great king spoke, he felt to see if all the right appendages were where they were supposed to be.

Knight: Dear master, it must have been a nightmare. You are fine.
King Arthur: Well, I’ll be damned. It was a most real nightmare. Sorry for my folly.

Narrator: No sooner as had awakened, then he slept again. The great king bore witness to yet another dream. This time, unlike the last dream, it was in a more enjoyable setting. The ghost of his nephew, the late Sir Gawain came strolling up to the King with a woman on each arm.

King Arthur: My dear nephew, you are not forsaken. Thank God! My dear nephew, who are these women on your arm?
Gawain: God sent us to warn you of your impending death. You must not fight Sir Mordred till a month and a day have passed.
You must not kill Sir Mordred, Sir Lancelot and his knights will come to kill Sir Mordred.

Narrator: Just then, Sir Gawain and his women vanished. The king shook his head and rubbed his eyes; he arose from his slumber and told the tale of his vision. The great king then gave lands to Sir Mordred as  a peace offering.He did not fight the battle he had intended to fight. Instead he sought diplomacy . End of chapter three.

( outro music)

Max: Thank you for joining our broadcast of Book Twenty-one Chapter Three of Le Morte de Arthur. In today’s episode, you heard of King Arthur’s search for Sir Mordred, and of the two visions of the King.
 Once again, I would like to thank you for joining our broadcast of book Twenty-one Chapter Three: The appearing of Gawain’s ghost. This is Maxmillian Chambers signing off. If you would like to listen to more of the adventures of the knight of the Round Table, return to our Arthurian Legends website
