Arthurian Legend Podcast
Le Morte d’Arthur

Book Three, Chapter Three
Intro Music

Narrator:

“Welcome to Arthurian Legend!  I’m Kaitlyn Wampler, and today we’ll be bringing the Legend of Arthur from Sir Thomas Malory’s Le Morte d’Arthur into the twenty-first century.”  Today’s adventure will cover Chapter 3 of Book 3 in the famous Le Morte d’Arthur. “How a poor man riding upon a lean mare desired King Arthur to make his son a knight.” In this chapter, a poor man, also known as Aries the Cowherd, seeks to find King Arthur so his son can be dubbed a knight.  His son, Tor, is made a knight, however they soon discover his father is not Aries.  He is the son of King Pellinore, and should be a good knight because he is from kings’ blood.  King Arthur’s wife then admits she was raped as a maiden and that Tor is the son of a king.  If you would like to view a transcript of this podcast, there is a clickable link on the website below the podcast link.  
As you recall, in the last episode, Guenevere and the hundred knights with the Round Table went to see King Arthur.  There was nothing so dear to him than this fair lady. The knights at the Round Table pleased him more than great riches.  Merlin is sent to find fifty glorious knights, but only returns with twenty-eight.  The Bishop of Canterbury then comes and blesses the seats with great royalty and devotion.  The knights pay homage, but Merlin soon discovers that two of the seats are empty.  Gawaine then comes and requests that King Arthur make him a knight and allow him to marry Guenevere.  King Arthur says he will do so because he is his nephew.        
Now let’s pick up the story from there.

Today we will have the roles of Aries the Cowherd, King Arthur, Tor, Merlin, and the Wife played by Chadman James, Jack McCaw, Cheryl Liang, and myself. 
Fade out Music

Narrator: A poor man, known as Aries the Cowherd, from the court and a young man, about eighteen, are traveling together on a lean mare. (Footsteps of horse)  Along the way, the poor man questions everyone he meets as to the whereabouts of King Arthur. Finally, some knights tell the poor man where King Arthur is and lead the two there.  When he met the King, the poor man explained…
Aries the cowherd: I was told that at the time of marriage, the King would give a man any gift that he wanted.  

King Arthur: Yes, this is true, but within reason.  I will not give away my lands or estate.  

Aries the cowherd: Will you make my son into a knight?
King Arthur: What is your name?
Aries the cowherd: I am known as Aries the cowherd.
Narrator: King Arthur then questioned whether this request was his or his son’s.
Aries the cowherd: I have thirteen sons and all of them are content to do labor-but this one is not.  My son has burned to be a knight ever since he was a child and has long desired to be in battle.  

Narrator: The King then asked the young man what his name was.
King Arthur:  I see.  Young man, tell me your name.

Tor: My name is Tor.

Narrator: The King saw that he had a good build and was well made of his years.
King Arthur: Aries, get all of your sons and bring them before me!
(Sound of Aries leaving)
Narrator: Aries did as he was told and brought his sons to the King.  All of them were shaped much like the poor man, except for Tor.  The King then asked for the sword that would make Tor a knight.  King Arthur blessed him and made him into a knight.
King Arthur: In the name of God, St. Michael, and St. George, I dub thee a Knight. 
(Crowd cheers) 

King Arthur: Merlin, will he be a good knight or not?
Merlin: He will be a good knight because he is a good man and is from kings’ blood.

Narrator: Merlin explained that King Pellinore was his father, not Aries the cowherd.  King Arthur then called in his wife and she proceeded.

Wife: When I was a maid, there was a stern knight that half forced me to have sex.  He took my maidenhead and I bore a son, Tor.  He fathered Tor and then took my greyhound from me as a way to remember the love I had for him.  
Narrator: Aries the cowherd believed this because Tor had no resemblance to him. 
Tor: Merlin, do not dishonor my mother!
Merlin: It is more for his worship then hurt because your father is a good man and a king, and he will benefit you and your mother. 
Wife: This is true.

Aries the cowherd: Yes, it will be less of a burden for me.
Narrator:  The End.
Kaitlyn Wampler: Thanks for listening!  For more Arthurian adventures and a transcript of this show, check out the links on this website.  
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