Book7
Chapter 7
 How Beaumains fought with the Knight of the Black Lands, and fought with him till he fell down and died.
Podcast Transcript

Intro Music/ Audio
· Hi, I am Ben Hall and Welcome to Arthurian Legend. In this podcast, you will be hearing the story of Book 7, Chapter 7 of le Morte de Arthur.
·  This is the story of how a young knight, Beaumains, fought and overcame the mighty Knight of the Black Lands. Even though he defeats a great knight, the Damosel still does not respect him and continues to try and make him leave through discouraging words and actions. Despite her criticism, Beaumains is still viewed as the truest of knights and always sticks to the knight’s code. In this chapter,  you will witness the courage and strength it takes to be a knight, and how Beaumains, a once unknown knight , starts to become a heroic figure. 
· Before we get started, we must find out how Beaumains got into this position.  Beaumains was picked by King Arthur to escort a Damosel (a young virgin girl) on her adventure.  Right away they encountered two knights at a river passage.  Beaumains fought valiantly and slew both knights. The Damosel was thankful for his heroics but was still angry that he is escorting her and tells him that he was lucky to kill them.  This is just the beginning of her criticism, as she is always trying to make Beaumains feel as though he is not knightly.  As they advance they find themselves in a dark, treacherous place. Not sure of their whereabouts, they continue.
Narrator- “The Damosel and Beaumains walk into the dark land. They come across a knight armed in all black; his name is The Knight of the Black Land. The Damosel tries to get his attention so he can intimidate Beaumains.”
Damosel- (yelling) “Over here great Knight for your horse is not saddled.”
Beaumains- (concerned) “Why would you call him over here, are you trying to make me appear cowardly.
Knight of the Black Land-(amazed/ chuckling) Damosel, have you brought this pity of a knight with you to be your champion?”
Damosel-(laughing) “No great knight, this is but a poor kitchen page that begs for food from King Arthur’s Kitchen.”
Knight of Black Land-(a questioning tone) “Then why is it that he comes in such fine attire, are you ashamed that he is accompanying you? “
Damosel- (begging) “God would you please take him from me. Or you sir knight slay him for me, for he is an unhappy page, it was shown earlier in this day. For through mishap I saw him slay two knights at the water passage and I have seen him do other deeds through unhappiness.”
Knight of the Black Land- “That marvels me that King Arthur, a man of such worship, would have anything to do with this man.”
Damosel- (begging) “They do not know him; they believe that because he rides with me that he is some man of worship.”
Knight of the Black Land-(confident) “That may be, but this much I shall grant you, I will put him down upon one foot and his horse and harness shall leave with me.  For it would be shameful for me to do him any more harm.”
Narrator- “Sir Beaumains heard the knight and replied….”
Beaumains- (not shaken at all) “Sir, you are brave to think that I will just give you my belongings, for this horse and harness are mine.  If you want them why don’t you take them with your hands, otherwise let’s see what you can do.”
Narrator-“Enraged, the Knight of Black Lands replies”
Knight of Black Lands- (angry) “What did you say? Now give up the lady, it disgusts me to see such a lady ride with a kitchen page. “
Beaumains-(strong, aggravated voice) “Liar, I am a gentleman born, and I am of higher ancestry than you.  This I will prove on your body.
Narrator- “The two knights departed with their horses, seconds later they clashed together, the sound was said to be as loud as thunder.  The Knight of Black Land struck first; missing and breaking his spear.  Beaumains struck back with his spear, which pierced the Black Knights’ skin and penetrated through his body.  Despite the great pain he suffered from the spear the great knight continued to fight.  He drew his sword and struck at Beaumains many times before he was unable to fight any longer. After an hour and a half the Black Knight fell down off his horse where he died. Beaumains saw that he was very well horsed and armed, he armed himself in his own armor and took his horse and rode off after the Damosel. In the distance the Damosel saw him coming.”
Damosel- (aggravated) “Get away Kitchen Knave, get out of the wind, I can not stand the smell of your clothes.  I cannot believe that a knave could slay such a great knight as you have done.  Somewhere there is someone that will give you what you deserve for killing these knights, so why don’t you flee.” 
Beaumains- (hero like) “It could happen, I could be beaten or slain but I warn you I will never flee away or leave your company no matter what you say. So you can go on with saying that they will beat and kill me but if it does happen I will escape and they will be left for dead. This is not just your journey but my journey and I will not leave until it is complete so go ahead and keep riding.”

Now you know the story of Book 7 Chapter 7.  This is a very important chapter.  It is a huge confidence builder for Beaumains since he has defeated a well known knight. He is determined to finish the adventure and escort the damosel. Despite her harsh words Beaumains is still trying to gain her respect. 
	Thank you for listening to this podcast. I would also like to thank Cory Olsen, Emily Allen and Jake Augsberger for helping me make this podcast possible. 
	If you would like to read along with this podcast you can do so by clicking on the podcast transcript link located directly under the podcast link.



