Chapter 59.

FROM THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

Intro Music

FADE TO:

INTRO:

Hello and welcome to the Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time.  Today’s excerpt is chapter 59.  This part of the story describes Christopher’s beginning of detective work.  He decides that he wants to investigate the death of Mrs. Shears dog Wellington, so he begins by going to Mrs. Shears house to question her.
CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE…
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[image: image2.jpg]And you can stop this from happening by taking aspirin and eat-
ing fish. Which is why Eskimos don’t get this sort of heart attack,
because they eat fish and fish stops their blood from clotting, but
if they cut themselves badly they can bleed to death.

But an aneurysm is when a blood vessel breaks and the
blood doesn’t get to the heart muscles because it is leaking. And

some people get aneurysms just because there is a weak bit in

their blood vessels, like Mrs. Hardisty, who lived at number 72 in

our street, who had a weak bit in the blood vessels in her neck

and died just because she turned her head round to reverse her
car into a parking space.
On the other hand, it could have been an embolism, be-

cause your blood clots much more easily when you are lying

down for a long time, like when you are in hospital.

Father said, “I'm sorry, Christopher, 'm really sorry.”

But it wasn’t his fault.

Then Mrs. Shears came over and cooked supper for us. And
she was wearing sandals and jeans and a T-shirt which had the
words WINDSURF and CORFU and a picture of a windsurfer on it.

And Father was sitting down and she stood next to him and
held his head against her bosoms and said, “Come on, Ed. We're
going to get you through this.”

And then she made us spaghetti and tomato sauce.

And after dinner she played Scrabble with me and I beat

her 247 points to 134.

59. I decided that T was going to find out who killed

Wellington even though Father had told me to stay out of other

people’s business.
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This is because I do not always do wial
And this is because when people tell
usually confusing and does not make sensé
For example, people often say “Be g
tell you how long to be quiet for. Or you sé
KEEP OFF THE GRASS but it should say K
AROUND THIS SIGN or KEEP OFF ALL THEG

because there is lots of grass you are allowe

Also people break rules all the time: i
often drives at over 30 mph in a 30 mph zon@
drives when he has been drinking and often
seat belt when he is driving his van. And in the
shalt not kill but there were the Crusades
and the Gulf War and there were Christians
of them.

Also T don’t know what Father means Wl
out of other people’s business” because I do
means by “other people’s business” because &
with other people, at school and in the shop an
his job is going into other people’s houses and
ers and their heating. And all of these things
business.

Siobhan understands. When she tells mef
thing she tells me exactly what it is that I am'ng
And I like this. ‘

For example, she once said, “You must ney
or hit her in any way, Christopher. Even if shel

she does hit you again, move away from her and

count from 1 to 50, then come and tell me wha
tell one of the other members of staff what shé

Or, for example, she once said, “If you W





[image: image3.jpg]swings and there are already people on the swings, you must
never push them off. You must ask them if you can have a go.
And then you must wait until they have finished.”

But when other people tell you what you can’t do they don’t
do it like this. So I decide for myself what I am going to do and
what I am not going to do.

That evening I went round to Mrs. Shears’s house and
knocked on the door and waited for her to answer it.

When she opened the door she was holding a mug of tea
and she was wearing sheepskin slippers and she had been watch-

ision because there was a televi-

ing a quiz program on the telev

sion on and I could hear someone saying, “The capital city of

Venezuela is...(a) Maracas, (b) Caracas, (c) Bogota or (d)

Georgetown.” And I knew that it was Caracas.

She said, “Christopher, I really don’t think I want to see
you right now.”

I said, “I didn’t kill Wellington.”

And she replied, “What are you doing here?”

I said, “I wanted to come and tell you that I didn’t kill
Wellington. And also I want to find out who killed him.”

Some of her tea spilled onto the carpet.

I said, “Do you know who killed Wellington?”

She didn’t answer my question. She just said, “Goodbye,

Chri and closed the door.

tophe

Then I decided to do some detective wor
I could see that she was watching me and waiting for me to
leave because I could see her standing in her hall on the other
side of the frosted glass in her front door. So I walked down the

path and out of the garden. Then I turned round and saw that

she wasn’t standing in her hall any longer. I made sure that there

no one watching and climbed over the wall and walked

down the side of the house into her back

where she kept all her gardening tools

The shed was locked with a padlock and
side so I walked round to the window in the
the
the

some good luck. When I looked throt

a fork that looked exactly the same

sticking out of Wellington. It was lying on the
dow and it had been cleaned because there wa§
spikes. I could see some other tools as well,a
and one of those long clippers people use fo
which are too high to reach. And they all had
plastic handles like the fork. This meant that thel
to Mrs. Shears. Either that or it was a Red He
clue which makes you come to a wrong conclusio
which looks like a clue but isn't

I wondered if Mrs. Shears had killed Well
But if she had killed Wellington herself, why ha
What in fuck’s name ha

of the house shouting

my dog?

I thought that Mrs. Shears probably didn'tk
But whoever had killed him had probably killed
Shears’s fork. And the shed was locked. This mé
someone who had the key to Mrs. Shears’s shed,
left it unlocked, or that she had left her fork lying
garden.

I heard a noise and turned round and sa
standing on the lawn looking at me.

I said, “I came to see if the fork was in the

And she said, “If you don’t go now I wil

So I went home.





This concludes our story today of chapter 59 of the Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time.  Narration and characters were read by Jessica Busse and John Mersch.  Thank you for listening.
CREDITS:  This podcast was written and produced by Luke Graning, John Mersch, and Jessica Busse.
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iier she played Scrabble with me and I beat

54,

ied that I was going to find out who killed

jotigh Father had told me to stay out of other

This is because I do not always do what I am told. /

And this is because when people tell you what to do it is
usually confusing and does not make sense.

For example, people often say “Be quiet,” but they don’t
tell you how long to be quiet for. Or you see a sign which says
KEEP OFF THE GRASS but it should say KEEP OFF THE GRASS
AROUND THIS SIGN or KEEP OFF ALL THE GRASS IN THIS PARK
because there is lots of grass you are allowed to walk on.

Also people break rules all the time. For example, Father
often drives at over 30 mph in a 30 mph zone and sometimes he
drives when he has been drinking and often he doesn’t wear his
seat belt when he is driving his van. And in the Bible it says 7Thou
shalt not kill but there were the Crusades and two world wars
and the Gulf War and there were Christians killing people in all
of them.

Also I don’t know what Father means when he says “Stay
out of other people’s business” because I do not know what he
means by “other people’s business” because I do lots of things
with other people, at school and in the shop and on the bus, and
his job is going into other people’s houses and fixing their boil-
ers and their heating. And all of these things are other people’s
business.

Siobhan understands. When she tells me not to do some-
thing she tells me exactly what it is that I am not allowed to do.
And I like this.

For example, she once said, “You must never punch Sarah
or hit her in any way, Christopher. Even if she hits you first. If
she does hit you again, move away from her and stand still and
count from 1 to 50, then come and tell me what she has done, or
tell one of the other members of staff what she has done.”

Or, for example, she once said, “If you want to go on the
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[image: image5.jpg]When I got home I said hello to Father and went upstairs
and fed Toby, my rat, and felt happy because I was being a de-

tective and finding things out.

(i Mrs. Forbes at school said that when Mother died
she had gone to heaven. That was because Mrs. Forbes is very old

and she believes in heaven. And she wears tracksuit trousers be-

ause she says that they are more comfortable than normal
trousers. And one of her legs is very slightly shorter than the
other one because of an accident on a motorbike.

But when Mother died she didn’t go to heaven because
heaven doesn't exist.
Mrs. Peters’s

and he comes to our school sometimes to talk to us, and I asked

husband is a vicar called the Reverend Peter:

him where heaven was and he said, “It’s not in our universe. It's
another kind of place altogether.”
The Reverend Peters makes a funny ticking noise with his

tongue sometimes when he is thinking. And he smokes cigarettes

and you can smell them on his breath and I don’t like this.

I said that there wasn’t anything outside the universe and
there wasn’t another kind of place altogether. Except that there
might be if you went through a black hole, but a black hole is
what is called a singularity, which means it is impossible to find
out what is on the other side because the gravity of a black hole
is s0 big that even electromagnetic waves like light can’t get out
of it, and electromagnetic waves are how we get information
about things which are far away. And if heaven was on the other

side of a black hole, dead people would have to be fired into

32

space on rockets to get there, and they areni§
notice.

I think people believe in heaven becatse

they wan

idea of dying, becaus to carry off
don’t like the idea that other people will moye
and put their things into the rubbish.

The Reverend Peters said, “Well, when |
outside the universe it’s really just a mannerof
pose what it really means is that they are with

And I replied, “But where is God

And the Reverend Peters said that we shi
this on another day when he had more time,

What actually happens when you die is il
stops working and your body rots, like Rabbit dif
and we buried him in the earth at the bottom of
all his molecules were broken down into other
they went into the earth and were eaten by worms
the plants and if we go and dig in the same pl
there will be nothing except his skeleton left, Ang
even his skeleton will be gone. But that is all righ
a part of the flowers and the apple tree and the
now.

When people die they are sometimes p
which means that they don’t mix with the earth
time until the wood of the coffin rots

3ut Mother was cremated. This means tk

into a coffin and burned and ground up and turs
smoke. I do not know what happens to the ash ar
at the crematorium because I didn't go to the |
smoke goes out of the chimney and into the aira

look up into the sky and I think that there al




