







Dr Thompson--Precalculus p 


Precalculus Syllabus
     Instructor:     Kevin Thompson
                        Phone:  438-3556

     Office:            U-High 223                    
Office Hours: By Appt.

     Website:  http://www.uhigh.ilstu.edu/math/index.htm 
Course:
This course emphasizes topics that will prepare the students for higher-level mathematics. It is recommended for students who will pursue college courses in mathematics, the sciences, engineering and other mathematics-intensive degrees. Topics include: trigonometric functions and identities, inverse functions, vector algebra, plane and solid analytic geometry, polynomials, exponents and logarithms, statistics and probability, polar coordinates, complex numbers, and introductory calculus topics.
Required Text / Materials:
* Precalculus: A Graphing Approach 
Boyer.  Holt 2006
ISBN: 0030416477
* TI-83 or equivalent (A TI-89 is not allowed)
Course Structure:
Nearly all materials: course assignments, practice materials, handouts, etc can be found on the class website

Quizzes will be taken through Blackboard.  Login in through the U-high homepage.  Username is your ISU username.  The default password is “blackboard”.  Change this soon.  Grades will be posted on Family access as soon as they are available.
Student Responsibilities:
If, at any time, you are unclear about your responsibilities, my expectations, or anything else connected to this course, make an appointment to discuss the situation.

This class is designed to engage students in the learning of mathematics through exploration and problem solving.  In order to achieve the goals for this course, you, as a student, are expected to be responsible for your own learning.  You are expected to attend each and every class, because the discussions and ideas expressed in this class are not easily communicated by reading another student's notes.  It is expected that you will respect the ideas and thinking of other students by listening to their explanations and appropriately questioning their problem solving and reasoning if you disagree or do not understand.  Further, you are expected to work cooperatively with others and fully contribute to doing the work of each group in which you may be a member.  You are expected to participate in class and to ask questions in order to develop your own problem solving and reasoning skills.

It is important that you work on assignments prior to class so that you can make meaningful contributions to class discussions.  Listening to the ideas of other students without having worked on the problems contributes little to developing your problem solving and reasoning skills.  You will need to spend the appropriate amount of time outside of class to attain the expected level of problem solving and reasoning skills in working with mathematical ideas.  This time may vary each week from three or four hours to many hours.  Practicing communication of your thinking is important to develop your skills in problem solving and reasoning with understanding.  Thus, working with other class members outside of class is strongly encouraged.

Evaluation / Assessment:

Your semester grades will be determined primarily on points from homework, assignments, quizzes, exams, projects,  and a comprehensive semester exam.  The 9-week grade is based on total points earned out of possible points.  The semester grade is computed: 40% each 9-weeks. 20% comprehensive semester exam.  Consider this your advance warning of the final.  The final for each semester will include multiple choice and free response items for all chapters and material covered for that semester.  A group final may also be included as means for review prior to the individual final.  If created, it would be constitute a portion of the 20 % final.
All exams are to be taken when scheduled and homework is due as indicated in class.  All exceptions must be arranged in advance with the instructor.  You are responsible for all materials, content, discussions, and announcements that take place in response class.  Please find a reliable classmate to call if you must miss class.  

Homework:

Homework will be checked regularly.  Students are expected to take comprehensive notes on assigned reading and this constitutes a significant portion of the homework grade.  Exercises are to be worked as completely as possible; you may ask other students or myself for assistance.  If you do not understand one problem, write down what you know (draw a figure, list important information. sketch a graph, identify your variables,...) and come in or ask another student for help.  

Each problem in an assignment should be attempted and, generally, most completed.

Daily scores will typically be out of 10 points.  A student may score a 10, 5, or 0 based mostly upon completion.  
If an assignment is not completed, a student
 may resubmit for HALF credit the NEXT DAY.
Students are expected to always have their homework (even from previous days) available for inspection.  An ideal solution may be to complete your homework within OneNote.  If only correct answers are provided—despite how obvious you believe the answer is—the problem is treated as incomplete.  Do not expect a large percentage of your overall grade to come from completion of homework.  You will be assessed often on your understanding of homework problems through various means—including quizzes. 
Quizzes:

You will generally be given at least one quiz for each content unit.  The quizzes focus on the most recently studied mathematical content.  The items on these quizzes will vary in form, but may often consist of exercises and problems utilizing what you have learned.  Quizzes may vary from unit to unit: individualized or with a partner.  Often quizzes will be used to assess mastery of homework content.
Exams:

In -class exams will be given with a possibility of a take-home portion on some exams.  The exams will be given for each content unit studied.  Exams will include some free ​response items to provide you the opportunity to communicate your understanding.  Any content that has been studied previously in the course may be included on a unit exam.

Your semester exams will be comprehensive, emphasizing topics studied in the current semester.  The exam may contain a mix of multiple choice, matching, and free-response items.

Projects:

There will be at least one large group project each semester.  You will be expected to work cooperatively with your peers in your group to learn together from working on the project.  Your group will apply concepts learned in this class to a real or realistic situation and prepare written and/or oral reports to turn in and/or share with the class.  A rubric will be given to you at the time of each assignment so that you know how each project is to be assessed.  Each member of the group will receive a group and an individual score on the project.                                       

Teacher Responsibilities:

It is my responsibility to prepare for class and to design lessons that help you to understand the mathematics content.  I will be available outside of class to assist you once you have made an effort to understand the content.  It is also my responsibility to assess your understanding.  I will keep accurate records on your performance in this class and make them available to you and your parent(s) guardian(s).  If you cannot meet with me during my regular office hours, I will make other times available so that I can assist you with your learning.

Please remember, I encourage you to work together, but academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.
General Expectations
1) Arrive to class on time and be ready to begin on the hour.  Have computers out as well as books or needed supplies.


2) Respect everyone in the class—this means listening whenever someone else is speaking.  Disrespecting others by talking at an inappropriate time will not be tolerated.


3) Your cell phone must be on silent and must not be out during class time.  There are no exceptions to this.   If your phone rings, or you have it out, you will be subject to the rules in the school handbook.  Please bring it up and place it on the cart in the front.

4) All homework and nearly all handouts are available on the website.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to find the assignments for the day.  If this absence is known in advance, your assignment will be due upon your return.  If you miss multiple days, it is expected that the first day's work would be able to be turned in upon your return.  If it is an excused absence (including suspension) you are expected to have your homework completed upon return.


5)   It is your responsibility to be sure that you turn in any missing homework.  If you have questions or concerns about being able to finish a specific assignment due to excused absences, be sure you talk to me. 
6) If you are in class the day before an exam but are absent the day of the exam, you will take the exam upon your return to school during either a free period or after school.  This must be arranged by you.  If you fail to make this arrangement, the test will be consider late and incur a late penalty.  Failure to take the test after two school days will result in a zero.  Exceptions will be made only if they are discussed in advance.

7) The computer use in this room is a privilege and not a right.  Therefore:
a. The student will not distract themselves or others by visiting non-relevant websites.  (e.g.  ESPN, any gaming site, etc, ---You know what I'm talking about).  Do so will result in a loss of privileges.
b. If you take ANY steps to make your computer not visible to DyKnow, you will be reported to the main office and occur the penalty set forth in the handbook regarding attempting to circumvent the security measures in place.

c. If you work around the internet blocking on the machines and are caught visiting any site that is blocked, you will be reported to the main office and occur the penalty set forth in the handbook regarding attempting to circumvent the security measures in place.


If it continues either that day or any future day, you will not be able to use your computer for the remainder of the hour.  If it continues on future days, you will lose your privilege for longer periods of time.  Keep in mind that the student is still responsible for any computer content or homework.  This may require that the student spend time after school in the library to complete an assignment. 
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